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loved and spoiled by my husband who is so kind, so intelligent
and so much in love with me, but I am also respected by my
friends."
On February 20, 1857, Dostoevsky and his wife returned
to Semipalatinsk. He immediately began to look for an apart-
ment, procure himself some money, and organize their new
life. Maria Drnitrievna fell sick from exhaustion, and to crown
his misfortunes, a review of the troops by a general was
announced. The whole town was in a turmoil. But gradually
things returned to normal. Maria Drnitrievna decorated
Dostoevsky's apartment, created a semblance of comfort
around this man who had known every misery, charmed the
little society of Semipalatinsk, and finally created a sort of
literary salon, where a few people actually spoke French. At
the end of May, Dostoevsky obtained a furlough on account
of his health and set up housekeeping near Semipalatinsk.
In the meantime his stepson, Pavel, was admitted to the cadet
corps at Omsk. The couple lived modestly. The orderly
Vasily combined the duties of driver, lackey and cook.
Dostoevsky rested, took on a little weight and thought only
of his future works.